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" "WAYNE - The first meeting of the
.. Passaic County Special Olympics
SSAIC - Gwim Team took place on April 6
“+ at the Passaic County Technical
* Instituted (PCTI). Today, there are

24 children enrolled and more
‘than - a. dozen -volunteers . that
instruct the " children while the
‘coach organizes the team into var-
“ious groups - one to Jearn water
safety and drowning prevention
skills, another to learn basic skills

ater. .

The success an

wonderful swimmin

" dent of Autism Radio located in
_ Wharton, the Wayne Special Par-

- and strokes and another learning
ompetitive swimming techniques. -
X uition of this -
0! 1 swimming program is
the result of the collaboration of
Paul Cimins, founder and presi-

 ents Association (SPA), the Spe-

cial Olympics New Jersey and the
sponsorship and support from the
Passaic - County Freeholders,
Diana Lobosco, chief school
administrator for PCTI, PCTI
Board of Education. -

The idea of developing this
swim program first came to Cimins
from Autism Radio. He knew that
the statistics -for children with

autism of drowning is much high-
‘er that their typical peers because-
they arc drawn to water, according

to Dr, Scott Myers for ASAT, and

that drowning is the numbet one

cause of autistic children death
nationwide.

Through one of his sponsors,
Lourdes Cortez, president and

CEO of the North Jersey Credit

Union, Cimins met the Wayne
SPA President Beth Marmolejos.
She was looking to develop a Spe-
cial Olympics Swim team in Pas-
saic County because there wasn’t
any program available, so she had
to take her son to a swim team in
Essex County. Wayne SPA’s Vice
President Cecilia Feeley also
embraced the idea since she was
bringing her son to private swim
lessons in Morris County for more

_than eight years. Marmolejos, Fee-
ey and Cimins brought it to the

rest of SPA who embraced the
idea.
The group envisioned a one of

SEE SWIM, PAGE 30
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